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gee LET A a ei . 
Religivus Liberty  Unitarianism Vindicated. 
A SERMON 
Preached in tiie Hall of the House of Representa- 

tived of the United States, Washington City, Sun- 
w day, April 28, 1822, By Roper Litte. 

Prerace.—In compliance with the solicita- 
tions of a considerable number of my auditors, 
members of congress, and members of the so- 
ciety over which I preside, the following ser- 
mon is now submitted to the public judgment. 
I am aware that in perusal it will be found to 
contain less that is deserving of such a distinc- 
tion, than what the momentary impression of 
the hearers might seem to warrant. It ap- 
pears nevertheless necessary to priat it, inso- 
much as it has unintentionally given offence 
to some, whose state of feeling at that time has 
I fear, prevented them from rightly understand- 
ing, or distinctly recollecting the train of rea- 
soning pursued by the preacher. For any er- 


rors of composition, I beg that indulgence 
which the considerate will readily grant to one 
who is only recovered slowly from a most se- 


vere and dangerous sickness, and is stili inca- 
pable of sustaining much fatigue, particularly 
that of writing, for which he is almost wholy 
incompetent. ‘To the same cause must be at- 
tributed the omission of some passages in de- 
livery, which are here enclosed in brackets.— 
For the sentiments expressed, I ask nothing 
but a candid and fair examination: as for the 
charge of bl and impropriety of 
introducing such topics at the time and place, I 
have only to remark, that when those of a con- 
trary opinion cease from availing themselves of 
every opportunity to revile the friends of free 
inquiry, and to press their own peculiar opin- 
ions as indisputably necessary, this complaint 
will deserve more attention. For myself, I 
have no desire to preach at any time, or in 
any place, where the grand topics, Religious 
Liberty and the Divine Unity, are unwelcome. 

If, in the discussion of these subjects, I have 
deviated from charity or courteousness in any 
instance, I will, upon conviction, acknowledge 
and correct my error at the earliest opportu- 
nity. 

Acts v. 38, 39.—Refrain from these men 
and let them alone: for if this counsel or this 
work be of man, it will come to nought ; but if 
it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. 


Such was the advice of the Jewish Doctor, 
who was the tutor of Saul of Tarsus. But the 
history of his pupil’s early life shows that he 
was very far from adopting the liberal apd pru- 








dent course of action thus recommended. On 
the contrary, one of the first views we have of 
him in the scriptures, is consenting to the death 
of Stephen, the leader of the glorious army of 
Christian Martyrs, and holding the raiment of 
those who were his immediate murderers. At 
a subsequent period we find him breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord. Whether Gamaliel had abandon- 
ed his liberal sentiments and adopted the sys- 
tem of persecution as better suited to the exi- 
gency of Jewish affairs, I know not: bu: there 
was certainly something in the rise and prog- 
ress of Christianity exceedingly calculated to 
rouse the anger and resentment of those whose 
education and interests attached them to the 
existing condition of the nation. A person of 
obscure and mean parentage, and a native of a 
part of the country least in repute for any thing 
good and great, had recently appeared amon 

them as a teacher and reformer of religion. It 
was well known that he had not received edu- 
cation from the doctors of their law, and hé 
ascribed all his wisdom to direct communica- 
tions from God. It was certain that he had 
deeply and attentively studied the Hebrew scrip- 
tures, and that all his instructions were in strict 
conformity to their spirit and design. His life 
and manners were blameless, and his preaching 
singularly powerful and impressive; besides 
which, he constantly appealed to miraculous 
works which he performed in prouf of his di- 
vine mission and imsisted on the obligation of 
his hearers to believe and obey him, as the 
messenger of Heaven. A marked difference 
was observed between the manner of his insti- 
tutions and that of others, for he spake as one 
who possessed authority over the consciences 
of his auditors. Most severely did he repro- 
bate the vicesof the age, and particularly those 
of the religious guides and rulers of the people. 
He accused them of hypocrisy, selfishness, ig- 
norance of the scriptures, tyranny, cruelty, 
sensuality, covetousness, ambition and many 
other vices, For this general corruption, he 
denounced the approaching judgments of God 
upon the nation, and declared that the genera- 
tion then existing would not be gone off the 
stage, before Judea was desolatedby wars and 
famine, and Jerusalem trodden of the Gentiles. 

The common people, fora while, heard him 
gladly, for they are usually pleased with any 

thing that exposes their superiors to contempt : 

but when they perceived that he had no desiga 

togratify political feelings, or party spirit ; that 
he had no worldly nor ambitious project ig 
view 3 that his aim was to introduce 
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great purity and simplicity of morals and reli- 
gion, and that the blessedness of virtue, and 
the joys of a future state of being, were the 
only rewards he held out to his followers ; they 


were easily turned round to the side of their | 


governors, who denounced him asa _pestilent 
fellow, a deceiver, and an enemy to the state. 

The public mind being sufficiently exaspe- 
rated by these charges, the chief priests and 
rulers felt themselves strong enough to venture 
to seize on him, and through the forms of law, 
violently strained to gratify their thirst for 
vengeance, they procured his crucifixion. — 
Here they supposed the alleged delusion would 
end, and their own religious authority and usa- 
ges remain undisturbed. Never, however, 
were men more deceived in their calculations ; 
for in a few weeks a number of his followers, 
who had been disconcerted and overwhelmed 
by the terrible circumstances of his death re- 
appeared in public, and boldly maintained that 
he had been crucified and slain by wicked 
hands, but that God had raised him from the 
dead. They affirmed that he was made Lord 
and Christ, and seriously called upon the peo- 
ple to repent of what they had done, and believe 
in him, that ‘their awful sin in rejecting the 
Messiah might be blotted out. So strong was 
the impression of this unexpected appeal, that 
several thousands of the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem actually submitted to the call, and became 
avowedly ihe disciples of Jesus of Nazareth.— 
These of course were in daily expegtation of 
some awful impending judgment to fall on their 
unhappy city, who had rejected and crucified 
the son of God: therefore they were almost 
constantly together, and continued in prayers 
and supplications, in acts of worship and be- 
nevolence. The apostles, pons, Hames by 
this success, and having subsequently confirm- 
ed their doctrine by a very remarkable mira- 
cle, proceeded still more urgently to press upon 
the people and the rulers of the Jews, the du- 
ty of acknowledging Jesus as their long expect- 
ed Messiah, and submitting to be governed by 
his precepts. This not only exasperated the 
government, but excited serious apprehensions 
of what would be the result. They therefore 
put che apostles into custody,and having arraign- 
ed them, and attempted to terrify them into si- 
lence, “ they commanded them not to speak at 
all, nor teach in the name of Jesus.” The re- 
ply of Peter and John is remarkable for its in- 
trepidity, unwavering fidelity, and artless piety, 
‘* Whether it be right before God, to hearken 
unto you more than God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.” Having obtained personal 
liberty, we cannot be surprised to read after- 
wards that with such feelings as they had, * they 
ceased not to preach the good news, that Jesus 
was the Christ.” 

The high priest and the Sanhedrim, became 
greatly alarmed; they saw that if this thing 
grew much farther, they should be viewed with 
execration a8 the murderers of Jesus, and must 





: —~— 
probably fall a sacrifice to a popular insurrec. 
tion. ‘They therefore took counsel how they 
might kill these men ; but Gamaliel, one of their 
number, sagaciously recommended a more cau- 
tious and prudent policy. If they proceeded 
now to extremities, it would be hazarding every 
thing on one cast of the die: time might put a 
new face upon the affair, | Their ¢ perience- 
might teach them that no impositibe Of this 
sort could be permanent ; ‘but if the” apos 
were right, force however violent, would 
suppress the cause in which they Were®p, 

To this moderate counsel they for the pres- 
ent so far agreed as to let off the apostles with 
a beating, after the Jewish manner of punishing 
slight offences against the public peace: and 
they departed from the Sanhedrim, not cast 
down and discouraged, but rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to bear shame and stripes 
for the sake of their beloved master. 

What was it that rendered the progress of 
Christianity so much an object of terror to the 
Jewish rulers, and its suppression so desirable ? 
Christ and his apostles taught nothing injurious 
to the interests of individuals or society. They 
did not inculcate revenge, insubordination, or 
licentiousness. On the contrary, they insisted 
on the necessity of humility, patience, self-de- 
nial, and heavenly-mindedness. So far were 
they from encouraging ambitious and aspiring 
demagogues to join their ranks, in hope of sup 
planting the present possessors of power ; they 
denounced all such feelings and hopes, as utter- 
ly at variance with the principles of true religion, 
and subversive of the system they labored to 
establish. For their grand object was to turn 
men’s attention to another world, in which they 
will be rewarded or punished according to their 
conduct in this.* The whole substance of 
Christianity is the revelation of a future state, 
and the various moral truths dependant upoa it. 
There was nothing, therefore, in the religion 
itself, to excite disgust or abhorrence. But 
the fact was, thata previous system was estab- 
lished by law; the ritual of Moses, enlarged 
and probably corrupted by the traditions of the 
elders, combined with various. opinions and 
practices derived from the Chaldean: philoso- 
phy, with which the Jews had been infected 
ever since the Babylonish Captivity. The 
temporal interests of the Scribes and Pharisees 
were inseparably connected with this order of 


* Here, in this excellent sermon, we discover 2 
little of what we conceive to be “the leaven of the 
Pharisees.” We would ask, with what are the right- 
eous rewarded ip another world different from what 


they enjoy in this? and with what are the .wicked 
punished in another world different from what they 
endure in this? And unless it can be proved from 
scripture, that the righteous are rewarded after they 
have ceased to be righteous, merely because they 
have once been righteous; and that the wicked are 

unished after they have ceased to be wicked, mere- 
‘ly because they have once been wicked, what Is 
meant by being either rewarded or punished in an- 
other world for deeds done in this? See Ezek. xvnt. 
20—28,.— Ed. 
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things. -They were the expounders of the law, 
and religious leaders of the people. | The sim- 
ple truth taught by Jesus and his apostles, in 
many respects, clashed with the mystical and 
ceremonial theology supported by these public 
guides, and the prevalence of the new openings 
would unquestionably produce a reyolution, un- 
favorable to their influence over the people, 
“and m«hifest théir ignorance of those spiritual 
an@ moral trutlis which could alone insure hu- 
*pftin chappiness, @To uphold the declining 
» * eredit of thei ecclesiastical system, the priest 
Gfid seribes inited all their strength in opposi- 
tion to the christian scheme; and from their 
“Selfishness and determined bigotry arose that 
sanguinary contest, which brought at length 
confusion and ruin upon their unhappy country 
and themselves. 

The history of all national religions estab- 
fi-bments is but a repetition of the same in- 
tolerance and mischief, Founded in ages of 
comparative darkness, they have adopted for 
immutable truths dogmas at which posterity 
will smile with contempt, or from which they 
will revolt with disgust, The world moves on ; 
science acquires fresh lights and progresses 
with increased velocity ; every age advances in 
discoveries of important facts and principles, 
which in their results change the state and re- 
lations of society: but an established religion | 
admits of no improvement; it stands venerable 
by its antiquity, bearing the deep furrows pf 
age onits front, and having no sympathy or 
congeniality with the manners and sentiments 
of an advanced period of the world, it sternly 
frowns on every effort to understand truth and | 
duty better than our forefathers did. Professor , 
Dugald Stewart has a beavtiful passage on this | 
subject. “ Were it not, ” says he, “ for a cer- 
tain class of learned authors, who from time to | 
time, heave the log into the deep, we should | 
hardly belieye that the reason of the species is | 
progressive. In this respect, the religious and | 
academical establishments in some parts of Eu- 
rope, are not without their use to the historian 
of the human mind. Immovably moored to 
the same station by the strength of their cables, 
and the weight of their aiichors, they enable 
him to méasure the rapidity of the current by 
which the rest of the world are borne along.” 

But such stability as admits of no modifica- 
tion or improvement, whether it be in a theo- 
logical creed, or a political constitution, is con- 
sistent with human nature, which is manifestly 
designed for perpetual growth, and advances 
from age to age to new positions -in the moral 
and intellectual world.’ Attempts to.restrain 
or limit inquiry within the ‘bounds of ancient | 
prejudice, are like binding the sleeping Samp- | 
son with green withes; the waking giant will | 
burst the despicable hands,“ as a thread of tow | 
is broken when it toucheth the fire.” 

I see before me many amongst whom I es- 
teem it an honor to rank as an ‘advocate, how- 
ever feeble, of free inquiry in relation, and a'| 
rational faith). 
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On this account we are calumniated as infi- 
dels, and denounced as unworthy the christian 
name. Is it believed, then, that our religion 
will not bear examination? Or, that the genu- 
ine doctrines of Christ are contrary to reason ? 
Such is not the opinion of Unitarian Christians. 
We believe the system, as taught by our great 
Master and apostles, to be sublimely simple, 
adapted for general conviction, as it was in- 
tended for the universal benefit of mankind,— 
Are we then justly considered the enemies of 
truth and goodness, because we deire to free 
this divine religion from the corruptions and 
superstitions, that have gathered round it in 
dark and credulous ages ? No ; let us.clear away 
these parasitical plants, the noble tree will 
flourish with greater beauty, and bear, as at 
first, more abundant and richer fruit: let us 
remove those meretricious ornaments with 
which bad taste, or bad intention, have ignor- 
antly or impiously clogged the venerable pile 5 
and the sacred temple of christianity will once 
more stand “ majestic in its owr simplicity,” 
the admiration of ages, and the praise of its di- 
Divine Architect. 

I purpose in the remainder of this discourse 
to show, 

1. The advantages our system possesses in 
this country from the absence of a national re- 
ligion. 

2. The impossibility of our opponents over- 
throwing that cause in which we are embarked. 
( To be continued. ) 

To the American Tract Society. 

Brethren.—You are requésted to accept of 
some friendly advice, which I think is consist- 
ent with my duty to offer. 

There are certain statements ina Tact enti- 
tled Untversatism Exposep, for the trnth of 
which you are responsible, which do not appear 
associated with the evidence which can reason- 
ably be considered sufficient to establish their 
validity. The writer states, as matter of fact, 
with which he was personally acquainted, that 
# Universalist, his @eath bed, renounced his 
belief saying, * The doctrine of Universalism 
answers well enough to livé by, but it does 
not suffice for the dying hour.” Another in- 
stance the writer states of a similar kind, vary- 
ing however so much as to allow that the man, 
after recanting his sentiments, contrary to all 
expectation recovered. ’ 

Respecting these statements, the following 
queries seem to arise, ist, What are these 
stories told for? and for what purpose are 


_they published in the world ? These questions 


are answered by the title of the Tract—Uni- 
VERSALIsM Exposep. They are, therefore, 
laid before the public as evidence that Uni- 
versalism is false. Why then is not this work 
done fathfally? Why does notthe writer of 
the tract sign his name to it? Why are not the 
names of these persons who recantéd their 
belief stated? Why is not even the name of 
the town mentioned T 
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I call on my brethren of the American 
Tract Society in this case, because the tract 
under consideration was printed for that Soci- 
ety. But who is the public to look to for the 
proof that these statements are really entitled 
to credit? The advice which I think it my 
duty to offer to this society is, not to publish 
such statements without giving the public at 
the same time sufficient proof that the state- 
ments are matters of fact. That this advice is 
reasonable must appear evident to every can- 
did person. Surely for the honor of the Soci- 
ety, such proofshould not be wanting in such 
cases; for its absence naturally suggests that 
it does not exist. Does the American tract 
Society care so little for its credit, in the eyes 
of the public, as to lay such strong intimations 
before the eyes of all nren, that what they pub- 
lish in their tracts is mere forgery? Brethren, 
if the case was that of property, would you 
treat it in this.way, if you could do any better? 
Suppose you could obtain, justly, five hundred 
dollars for the use of your society, with as little 
trouble as you could have told the public the 
names of those persons who renounced Univer- 
salism, together with the names of the place 
where they lived, and the name of the writer 
of these stories, would you rather lose the five 
hundred dollars than to give those names? No 
one will believe this. Well then, if you think 
to disprove universalism is of the value to the 
world as would be five hundred dollars placed 
at the disposal of your society, why have you 


not given those names? But if you had any 
such names, you would be willing to state them 


rather than to lose’ fifty dollars! You pre- 
tend that poor immortal souls are in danger of 
endless destruction in consequence of believ- 
ing Universalism; and you pretend also, that 
if a man renounce this doctrine on his death 
bed, it ought to be received as a good evidence 
of its being false. Why then do you neglect 
to give suitable evidence of facts, on which you 
place so much dependence ? 

If what you pretend to be allowed, how can 
your conduct be accounted for? Ifyou believe 
that the belief of Universal Salvation exposes 
the immortal soul to endless ruin, and that if a 
person renounce it on a death-bed it is a good 
evidence to convince others that this doctrine 
is a delusion, and you are knowing to certain 
cases of such recantations, why do youneglect 
to prove these facts to the public? When 
these circumstances are duly considered, it 
seems very difficult to avoid the suspicion that the 
stories related inthe tract are any thing but true. 
There is one circumstance which in a special 
manner, operates to strengthen, in my mind, 
this suspicion, and I am persuaded that if you 
will carefully weigh it, you will acknowledge 
thut I have a very fair apology for my suspi- 
cions, Ihave sincerely believed the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation for about thirty-six 
years, commencing in my twentieth year ; and 
I have been a preacher of the doctrine almost 
thirty five. Thisemployment has occasioned 





my frequent attention to the sick and dying, 
the whole of this time: but to all my experi- 
ence I never knew a single individual to re. 
nounce the doctrine on a sick or dying bed.— 
This circumstance of my own experience indu- 
cesme to doubt the truth of these stories, 
which are frequently reported by the enemies 
of the doctrine, of death-bed recantations.— 
There is another matter of fact which oper. 
ates very-powerfully to strengthen suspicions, 
and that is, I have known a number ofdnstane 
ces of such reports which were certainly false, “ 
but never ascertained that one was true. An 
these circumstances and facts together lead me 
to believe it very probable that there is not 
one word of truth in the statements which are 
published in the tract to which Tallude. And 
I think it my duty to let the world know my 
suspicions and the grounds on which they are 
founded. If you have any regard to the char- 
acter of your Society, you will cither substan- 
tiate the truth of these stories, or be more cir- 
cumspect and cautious in future. Not- 
withstanding I am opposed to the doctrine 
which you endeavor to support, I am unwilling 
to believe you would practise such hypocrisy 
as I suspect you do, for it is a disgrace to re- 
ligion in general. If,therefore, there be any 
way that you can justify your conduct, I be- 
seech you, for the honor of the Christian name, 
not to neglect it. 

Look at this subject, brethren. It is evident 
many will view it doubtiul at least. What 
then is the consequence? You are suspected 
of giving countenance to fraud, and publicity 
to falsehood. Suppose this suspicion should 
become general in society, will you not lose 
more influence by such consequences that you 
can hope to gain by giving currency to such 
doubtful stories? In order to make up a cor- 
rect judgment on this question, you should be 
careful not to depend too much on the number 
of tracts which you distribute ; for though they 
are as numerous and as obtruding as were the 
frogs of Egypt, presenting themselves in almost 
every part of our houses, you must know that 
light and frivolous minds look upon them as be- 
ing any thing better than plagues. Suppose 
then that a host of such characters are enlisted 
into your ranks, by these stories, and on the 
other hand, every sober, sensible man in the 
community, is compelled to believe that you 
are engaged in the work of deception, is it not 
clear enough that your means are working your 
ruin, and that your success is your destruction ? 

But, brethren, I have more queries for your 
consideration, I shall ask you to inform me 
by what rule of reasoning I am to come to the 
conclusion, that the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation is proved to be false, by a death-bed 
recollection? If, because a man, on his death- 
bed, renounces Universalism, yet conclude the 
doctrine must bé false—do you mean that when 
a man dies in full confidence of the doctrine, 
his firm belief proves it true? Or can you in- 
form me why the testimony of one dying man 
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is not as much to be depended on as another? | 
When a disciple of Moses dies in the belief | 
that Jesus was an impostor, and that the law | 
covenant secures him eternal life, are you wil- 
ling to allow that his dying faith proves the | 
christian system false? When the rude Hin- 
doo dies in the faith of Juggernaut, are you 
prepared to allow his faith to be genuinely 
true? If such netiens are absurd, and you re- 
ject them as such, why do you make use of that 
which isiof the same nature to disprove Univer- 
' salism ty 

I cannot close my remarks, relative to the 
stories of the two men who renounced Univer- 
salism as stated in the tract to which I allude, 
without noticing the pains which the writer 
takes, in what I suppose was a forgery, to rep- 
resent to his readers the narrow -illiberality of 
the religion which you endeavor to maintain,— 
He says, “ The individuals above mentioned 
were possessed of discriminating minds, had 
both enjoyed the advantages of a good educa- 
tion, and were considered by their acquaint- 
ance as being moral and amiable.” Yet this 
writer suppcses they were both exposed to ev- 
erlusting condemnation in the future world, 





merely because they believed that God would 
have mercy on all men! He even goes so far 
as to indicate that the one who died was damn- 
ed notwithstanding his recantation ! So morali- 
ty and uncommon amiableness mut go to hell 
because they were found in company with uni- 
versal charity! Well, gentlemen and brethren, 
if morality and uncommon amiableness and 
universal charity are all going to hell, there is 
much reason to believe that you never will go 
there so long as you succeed in maintaining 
your religion. 

If I can find time, I will notice hereafter 
some of the arguments which are used in this 
tract to prove endless punishment ; in the mean- 
time, brethren, I do most sincerely pray that 
you may become just such men as you repre- 
sent the two Universalists to have been, who 
— the doctrine on the near approach of 
death, 
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PROVE ALL THINGS, BOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS Goo, 





SUMMARY,OF KELIGIOUS*INTELLIGENCE, 
Tae Nortaern Onro Association or Univer. 
a4Lists will hold its annual meeting at. Hambden, 
Geauga co. on the first Wednesday of October next, 
to continue twodays. Ministering brethren from the 
east are affectionately invited to attend. 
REMARK. 

We take the liberty to suggest toour brethren in O- 
hio the propriety of altering the time of holding their 
convocation. As it now is, it is next to impossible for 
those who attend the different assocrations in the state 
of N. York, to visit the Ohio association, as the time 


| of Mass. 


place to the other. The Geresee Association meets 
this year on the last Wednesday and Thursday in 
September, and will probably ccntinue to hold its 
annual meeting abcut the same time ; the Chautau- 
que Association meets next year on the first Wedues- 
day and Thursday in Oct. Now if our brethren in 
Ohio could conveniently meet on the second Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in October, the ministering 
brethren can visit them all without Joss of time, and 
save much expense by making ,but one tour in at- 
tending the whole. We believe that many of out 
brethien in this region would rejoice at having av 
opportunity of attending the Ohio Association, and 
nothing will prevent them from mingling their voices 
with cur distant friends but insurmountable obsta- 
cles. 


Tue Generar Convention or UNIVERSALISTS 
will meet in Wells, Vt. on the third Wednesday an@ 
Thursday of the present mont. 


Untversatism 1n Nort CaRrorrn,is encreas 
ing in such a manner, that but little doubt is enter- 
tained of its final triumph over the cruel dogmas of 
the beast. In Wilmington there is a very large and 
respectable society already formed and provided with 
a commodious meeting house. Brother Frieze 
has preached there for several months 
and has received and accepted an invitation to settle 
there. Proposals have been issued for publishing 
a semi-monthly paper, entitled ihe Lrsrravyst, ip 
defence of the doctrine of divine benevolence, to be 
edited by Br. Frieze. It is stated that “ the charac- 
ter of the Liberalist will be avowedly Universal- 
ian. But its columns will be open for well written 
and dispassionate essays, religious, moral, and literary 
from writers of all denominations.” 


Tut Hupson River Assocrattion, held its aonu- 
al meeting on Wednesday last, it being the first ses- 
sion, in Danbury, Con. 


The Roman Cathotigs-have in the U. S. 10 Co] 
leges and ecclesiastical seminaries of learning, be- 
sides 24 convents and other religious associations. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 
ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS. 

The following extract of a letter from Broth- 
er T. G. Farnsworts, of Haverhill (Mass.) 
will be read with avidity and pleasure by ali 
who rejoice in the prosperity of our comion 
cause, 

“Tam happy to state that anticipations of 
my society have been thus far realised; and 
our present prospects ought to make us grate- 
ful. There is evidently an increased atten- 
tion to thejword, and 4 gradually increase to our 
number, And in several places in our vicinity 
where I have occasionally preached a lecture, 
there are many honest inquirers, anxious to 
know which is ‘the way’ that they may ‘ walk 
init.’ The believers remain steadfast, holding 





# not long enough to admit of travelling from one 


fast the profession of their faith without wav- 
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ering; and if with meekness they can bear the| of it Khaled Ebn al Walid and Amru Ebp ai 
merciless storms of vengeance, which descend | As, both excellent soldiers, the first of whom 
from the leaders of the darkness of this world, | afterwards conquered Syria and other countries, 
—malevolent lips will be speedily sealed—ma-' and the latter Egypt, became proselytes to 
licious tongues will soon become dumb—the | Mahometanism. And soon after the prophet 
flames of enmity will be extinguished—the fist; sent 3000 men against the Grecian forces, to 
of wickedness will be no more raised to smite| revenge the death of one of his ambassadors, 
the humble followers of the Son of God; but | who, being sent to the governor of Bosra on the 





while darkness, bigotry and superstition are all|same errand as those who went to the above - 


struggling in the arms of death, the emancipa-| mentioned princes, was slain by an Arab of the’ 
ting sons of Adam shall be seen flocking to| tribe of Ghassan, at Muta, a town in 
that tranquil abode—that heavenly kingdom, | tory of Balka, in Syria, about three ia 
which is “not meat nor drink, but righteousness | ney eastwird from Jerusalem, near whi 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” ©Ojthey encountered. The Grecians being Vist 
that all professors of God’s universal love and |ly superior in number (for inc'uding the auxil- 
salvation, would by a well ordered life and con-| iary Arabs, they had an army «¢ 100,000 men,) 
yersation, adorn the doctrine of God our Say-|the Mahometans were repulsed in the first ate 
iour, that he that is of the contrary part, may | tack, and lost successively three of their gen- 
be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of them. | erals, viz. Zeid Ebn Haretha, Mahomet’s freed- 
The wickedness of professing Christians has! man; Jassar, the son of Bou ‘Taleb; and Ab- 
hung like a mill stone to christianity ever since | daliah Ebn Rawalia: but Khalid Ebn al Walid, 
the day of Jesus Christ ; and had God been as {succeeding to the command, overthrew the 
unmindful of its proteetion and support as some | Greeks with great slaughter, and brought a- 
of its professed friends, it would havelongsince , way abundance of rich spuil; on cccasion of 
sunk, not only into obscurity, but into enter-| which action Mahomet gave him the title of 
nal oblivion, But, blessed be his name, he has | Seif min soyuf Allah, * one of the swords of 
never lefi himself without some faithful witnes- | God.” 
ses, both in precept and example. There | Tu this year alsoeMahomet took the city of 
have ever been some who were determined | Mecca, the inhabitants whereof had broken the 
that if they suffered, it should be for zell doing, | truce concluded on two years betore ; for the 
and not for evil doing; who have been patient | tribe of Becr, who were confederates with the 
under ‘ reproach for trusting in the living God? | Koreish, attacking those of Kozaah, who were 
as * the Saviour of-allmen.” And when all | allies of Mahomet, killed several of them, being 
the expectants of universal emancipation and | supported in the action by a party of the ho- 
happiness shall cease to do evil and live godly | reish themselves. ‘The consequence of this vi- 
in Christ Jesus, emitting the faith and good olation was soon apprehended, aud Abu Sosian 
works ; then,though all nature’ may be in icy , himself made a journey to Medina on purpose 
fetters bound, the moral wilderness and desert | to heal the breach and renew the truce, but in 
shall reyoice and be glad, and bud and blossom vain ; for Mahomet, glad of this opportunity, 
as the rose ; andthen shall be seen “ the glory refused to see him : whereupon he applied to 
of the Lord, and the excelleney of our God. | Abu Becr and Ali; but they giving him no an 
Then swer, he was obliged to teturn to Mecca a he 
* The stumbling block will be remov'd, came. 
Acd Zion cease to sigh; Mahomet immediately gave orders for pre- 
Lift up wily se with stganeth renew'd ; parations to be made that he might surprise the 
7 repared Sor semnae su- Meccans while they were unprovided to receive 
him : ina little time he began his march thith- 
MAHOMETANISM. er; and by the time he came near the city, his 
, Ee forces were increased toten thousand men.— 
( Concluded from page 272.) Those of Mecca not being in a condition to de- 
He also sent letters of the like purport to se- ' fend themselves against so formidable an army, 
veral Arab princes: particularly one to Al surrendered at discretion, and Abu Sosian sav- 
Hareth Ebn Abi Shame, king of Ghassen, v-ho ed his life by turning Mahometan,. About 
returned for answer that he would go to Ma- twenty-eight of the idolaters were killed by @ 
homet himself, the prophet said, May his king- party under the command of Khaled; but this 
dom perish ; another to Hawdha Ebn Ali, king happened contrary to Mahomet’s orders, who, 
of Yamama, who was a christian, and, having who when he entered the town, pardoned all 
some time before professed Islamism, had late- the Koreish on their submission, except only 
ly returned to his former faith: this prince ' six men and four women, who were more © 
sent back a very rough answer, upon which noxious than ordinary, (some of them having 
Mahomet cursing him he died soon after; and apostatized,) and were solemly proscribed by 
a third to Al Mondar Ebn Sawa, king of Bah- | the prophet himself; but of these no more than 
rein, who embraced Mahometanism, and all one man and‘one woman were put to death, 
the Arabs of that country followed his example. the rest obtained pardon on their embracing 
The eighth year of the Hegisa wasa very Mahometanism, and one of the women making 
fortunate year to Mahomet. Jn the beginning , her escape. 
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, remainder of this year Mahomet em 
leyed in destroying the idols in and about 
lecca, sending several of the generals on ex- 
peditions for that purpose, and to invite the A- 
rabs to Islamism ; wherein it is no wonder if 
they now met with success. eK. 

The Mahometans divide their religion into 
two general parts, faith and practice ; of which 
the first is divided into six dis:inct branches : 
Belief in God, in his angels, in his Scriptures, 
his prophets, in the resurrection and final 
judgment, and in God’s absolute decrees. 

“ol Buck’s Theo, Dict. 
FIOGRAFPHICAL. 
SOAME JENYNS. 

Soame Jenyns, the son of Sir Roger Jenyns, 
was born in London in 1703, His mother was 
the daughter of Sir Peter Scame, baronet. 
He received his education at Cambridge, his 
residence iv winter was in London, and in sum- 
mer in the country, in his father’s family, as 
long as he lived. His pursuits were chiefly 
literary. His art of dancing, published in 
1727, was considered as a presage of what af- 
terwards might be expected from hin. 

Soon after his father’s death, at the general 
election in 1742, he was unanimously chosen 
one of the representatives for the county of 
Cambridge, from which time he sat in parlia- 
ment until the year 1780. In the year 1755, 
his late majesty appointed him one of the com- 








missioners of the board of trade and plantations, 
at which he continued to sit until an alteration 
was made in its constitution by parliament, and 
the business of it transferred to the great offi- 
cers of state. 

He was twice married ; his last wife surviv- 
ed hin; he died in December, 1787, leaving 


no issue. He wasaman of great mildness of 
temper, which he manifesied to all with whom 
he had concerns, either in the business of life, 
or its social intercourse. His earnest desire 
was, as far as possible, never to offend any per- 
son: and made such allowances even fur those 
who in their dispositions differed from him, that 
he was rarely offended with others, of which in 
a long life, he gave many notable instances. 

He possessed anu uncommon vein of the most 
lively and genuine wit, but which was never 
the cause of uneasiness to those with whom be 
conversed, always considering every sally of 
wit, however bright it might be, which tended 
tothe mortification of those who heard it, as 
one of its greatest abuses, since he looked upon 
all pre-eminent gifis of the mind, bestowed by 
nature, as much for the happiness of others as 
of those who possess them. 

No person feit more for the miseries of oth- 
ers than he did ; no person more strictly prac- 
tised the = imposed upon those who have 
the means of aiding the indigent, and rendering 
their condition as happy as possible. 

When he was in the country, he constantly 
acted as a magistrate in his own district, and at- 
fended all those meetings which were holden 
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for the prupose of public justice. 

From the general opinion that was entertain- 
ed of his inflexible integrity and superior un- 
derstanding, he was much resorted to in that 
character. From his natural sagacity, quick 
discernment, and long expeience, on hearing 
and examining the parties, he scldom failed of 
obtaining a complete knowledge of the cases 
that came before him, and was thereby enabled 
to determine according to the rules of com- 
plete justice ; always giving his reasons for 
what he did, with a clearness and _perspicuity 
peculiar to himself, and those reasons expressed 

‘in words so accommodated to the understand- 
| ing of all who heard him, that few or none de- 
woot dissatisfied with his decisions, Though 
| he was not bred to the study of the law, his une 
| derstanding was suth that he could apply it to 
every purpose for which it was wanted. When 
in the course of qonversation, among other 
topics that arose, the duty of a magistrate had 
iis place, he used to say that he had been am, 
ply compensated for the pains he had taken, 
and the difficulties he had met with, during his 
long exercise of that civil office, by ihe many 
opportunities which he had been gratified with 
of reconciling those who came before him, in- 
flamed with the highest degree of batved against 
each other, 

His first entrance into parliament, was in the 
last year of the administration of Sir Robert 
Walpole. Through this year he constantly 
attended the sittings in the house of commons 
which the opposition past in hunting that min- 
ister, into the toils which they had made to 
take him, under color of pursuing the ene- 
mies to the happincss and interests of the country, 

Unknown to Sir Robert, and unconnected 
with him by acquaintance or private regard, he 
supported him to the utmost of his power, till 
retired from his high station. 

Our author having seen and well considered 
the causes and progress of the opposition to Sir 
Robert Walpole, and having weighed the end 
and consequences of it acquired an early dis- 
tasie to oppositions in general ; and nothing 
that passed afterwards in parliament, during the 
long time he sat there, ever tended to produce 
any alteration in his mind on Wat subject. 

Not bred to any profession, nor early insti- 
tuted in civil business, by which the powers of 
speaking in public are often called forth and 

‘nurtured, though endowed with great quickness 
of comprehension, which enabled him well 10 
understand, not only what others said, but what 
they meant, by the several parts they took in 
debate, a faculty of discrimination most: neces- 
sary in popular assemblies; yet not having that 
prompta et profusa eloquentia, which Tacitus 
ascribes to Agustus, and which our author 
thought those ought to have who claimed the 
sole attention of a great assembly, he seldom or 
ever spoke whilst sitting in parliament. 

As a" author, s0 long asa — fine wri- 
ting exist, he will have a distinguished 
place among those who have excelled. What:- 
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ever he published, whether he played with his 
muse, or appeared in the plain livery of proses 
was sought for with avidity, and read with 
pleasure, by those, who, at the time, were es- 
teemed the best judges of composition. A min- 
ute criticism on their several excellences is 
unnecessary, as the public sanction has stamp- 
ed their merit. Suffice it to say, that his po- 
ems are on the most pleasing subjects, and are 


executed with a warm animation of fancy, | 


sterling wit, and great correctness. As a wri- 
ter of prose, he will be found on examination 
to be entitled to rank among the purest writers 
of the English language. 

This is his characteristic as a writer: on 
whatever subject he engaged, whether political, 
moral, religious, or metaphysical, his matter is 
always most pertinent to the subject which he 
handles: he reasons with soalams and pre- 
cision, and always, by a regular train of argu- 
ment, arrives at the conclusions which he de- 
signs to establish. 

The free inquiry into the nature and origin 
of evil, was the first of the author’s works on 
account of which he was attacked. Pamphlets 
were published, and private letters addressed 
to him on that occasion ; some of them charg- 
ed with great acrimony, much abuse, and no 
small portion of calumny. Ina second edi- 
tion of that work, published some years after 
the first, having long submitted with silent pa- 
tience to a treatment which he by no means de- 
served, in a preface to that edition he ynswered 
his adversaries, which whosoever will take the 
pains to read, will admire as a specimen of his 
superior talent in controversial writing. With 
great sagacity and perspicuity he answers his 
numerous host of adversaries, at the same time 
forgetting all the obliquy with which they had 
loaded him, he never loses sight of that can- 
dor, civility, and good humour, which he had 
always observed, as well in his writing as in his 
conversation. 


How many clear marks of benevolent inten- 
tion appear every where around us! What a 
rofusion of beauty and ornament is poured 
forth on the face of nature! What a magnifi- 
cent spectable is presented to the view of man! 
What supply contrived for his wants! What 
a variety of objects are set before him, to grat- 
ify his senses, to employ his understanding, to 
entertain his imagination, to cheer and gladden 
his heart! 


The following Universalist Books are for sale by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz : 
Balfour's second Inquiry, being an examination 
into the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
Devil and Satan, &. 
Rev. L. ©. Todd’s works, 
Kneeland’s Greek Tes'ament, 
do. Greek and English, 
do. English only, 
do. Sermons, 
Universalist Magazine, 
Gospel Heral 


? 


Young on Restoration, 

Ballou’s Treatise on atonement, 
do. Notes on the Parables, 
do. Sermons, assorted. 


Sept. 21, 1826 











For the Gospel Advocate. 
A SHOWER AFTER A DROUGHT 


When to the thiraty earth 

Descends a pleasant rain, 

The tittle plant that withering lay 
Erects its stem again :— 

Earth, tho’ it has no motive powers, 
Quenches its thirst with gentle showers 


Rain makes the sickly leaf 

Show health upon its lip, 

While from the rounded chrystal drop 

It takes an ample sip :— 

Leaves have their joy, and grief, and pain. 
Can speak their pleasures, or complain. 


The little beauteous flower 

Stood fading on the stem, 

It lifts its blushing, smiling cheek 

To greet the watery gem : — 

Flowers grateful, open, free from guile, 
Can raise to heaven a fragrant smile ! 


All vegetable life 

Its silent anthems raise, 
-Intuitively to the source, 

Of plenty, peace and praise : 

Though vegetables have no voice, 

With thaoks they gratefully rejoice ! 

Man! contemplating man, 

Views Death’s destructive train, 

And gives involuntary thanks 

For a sweet shower of rain : 

There's not a wretch so vile, that lives, 

But thanks his God for what he gives ! 

Weak man may teil dis wants, 

For what he wants, may plead, 

God's purpose, changelese, firm will stand, 
He gives us what we need : 

Men’s hearts in prayer shake off their load, 
But cannot change the mind of God! 
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ever he published, whether he played with his 
muse, or appeared jn the plain livery of prose, 
was sought for with avidity, and read with 
pleasure, by those, who, at the time, were es- 
teemed the best judges of composition. A min- 
ute criticism on their several excellenées sis 
unnecessary, as the public sanction has stamp- 
ea their merit. Suffice it to say, that this po- 
ems are on the most pleasing subjects, and are 
executed with a warm animation of fancy, 
sterling wit, and great correctness. As a wri- 
ter of prose, he will be found on examination 
to be entitled to rank among: the purest writers 
of the English language. 

This is his characteristic as a writer: on 
whatever subject he engaged, whether political, 
moral, religious, or metaphysical, his matter is 
always most pertinent to the a which he 
handles :. he reasons with»coolness and pre- 
cision, and always, by a regular train of argu- 
ment, arrives at the conclusions which he de- 

. Signs to establish. 

The free inquiry into the nature and origin 
of evil, was the first of the author’s works on 
account of which he was attacked. Pamphlets 
were published, and private letters addressed 
to him on that occasion ; some of them eharg- 
ed with great acrimony, much abuse, and no 
small portion of calumny. Ina second edi- 
tion of that work, published some years*after 
the first, having long submitted with silent pa- 
tience to a treatment which he by no means de- 
served, in a preface to that edition he answered 
his adversaries, which whosoever will take the 
pains to read, will admire as a specimen of his 
superior talent in controversial writing. With 
great sagacity and perspicuity he answers his 
numerous host of adversaries, at the same time 
forgetting all the obliquy with which they had 
loaded him, he never loses sight of that can- 
dor, civility, and good humour, which he had 
always observed, as well in his writing as in his 
conversation. 


How many clear marks of benevolent inten- 
tion appear every where'around us! What a 
profusion of beauty and ornament is poured 
forth on the face of nature! What a magnifi- 
cent spectable is presented to the view of man! 
What supply contrived for his wants! What 
a variety of objects are set before him, to grat- 
ify his senses, to employ his understanding, to 
entertain his imagination, to cheer and gladden 
his heart! 


The following Universalist Books are for sale by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz : 
Balfour's second Inquiry, being an examination 
into the Scripture doctrigg concerning the 
Devil and Satan, &c. 
Rev. L. C. Todd’s works, 
Kneeland’s Greek Tesiament, 
do. Greek and English, 
do. English only, 
do. Sermons, 
Universalist Magazine. 
Gospel Herald, 


ou Restoration, 
Treatise on atonement, 
.” Notes on the Parables, 
do. Sermons, assorted. 
* Sept: 21, 18260 








For the Gospel Advocate. 
A SHOWER AFTER A DROUGHT. 


When to the thirsty earth ¢ 

Descends a pleasant rain, 

The little plant that withering Jay 
Erects its stem again :— 

Earth, tho’ it has no motive powers, 
Quenches its thirst with gentle showers. 


Rain makes the sickly léaf 

Show health upon its lip, 

While from the rounded cbrystal drop 

It takes an ample sip :— 

Leaves have their joy, and grief, and pain, 
Can speak their pleasurest or complain. 


The little beauteous flower 

Stood fading on the stem, 

It lifts its blushing, smiling cheek 

To greet the watery gem : — 

Flowers grateful, open, free from guile, 
Can raise to heaven a fragrant smile ! 
All vegetable life 

Its silent anthems raise, 

Iniuitirely to the source, 

Of plenty, peace and praise : 
Thougitivegetables have no voice, 
With thanks they gratefully rejoice ! 
Mano! contemplating man, 

Views. Death’s destructive train, 

And gives involuntary thanks 

For a sweet shower cf rain : 

There's not a wretch so vile, that lives, 
But thanks his God for what he gives ! 


Weak man may tell his wants, 

For what he wants, may plead, 

God's purpose, cltangeless, firm will stand, 
He gives us what we need : 

Men’s hearts in prayer si:ake off their load, 
But cannot change the mind of God! 
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